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SILENT EXCHANGE - THE LANDSCAPE PHOTOGRAPHY OF CHARLIE WAITE

The Beaumont Gallery, Woodlands Road, Mere, Wiltshire, BA12 6BT

Thursday 3 March – Sunday 3 April 2016

The newly opened Beaumont Gallery hosts Silent Exchange, an exhibition of award-winning photography by Charlie Waite, one of the world’s most celebrated landscape photographers, from Thursday 3 March until Sunday 3 April.

Bringing together Waite’s most important landscapes to date as well as new works, Silent Exchange showcases Waite’s personal response to beauty in an exhibition of images which span a lifetime at the forefront of landscape photography. The exhibition will feature images from many different countries and include photographs of the beautiful Wiltshire country.

Laura Rich and Andrew Walworth of the Beaumont Gallery said “We’re delighted that Charlie Waite is bringing his amazing work to the gallery. He’s famed for the luminosity and inner quietude of his landscapes and with his exhibition Silent Exchange he simply asks the viewer to consider their own personal response to beauty and to question society’s contempt for beauty as an intrinsic value of art. We look forward to welcoming many new visitors to the gallery to be enriched by the beauty of his art.”

Charlie Waite said “In this exhibition I am sharing my personal response to those moments of beauty that I have discovered as I travelled around the world – be they man-made or natural. The wonderful thing about photography is that it allows that moment of perceived beauty to endure, and to be shared. Each person will respond to the images in Silent Exchange in their own special, silent way. What evoked a response to beauty in me will have its own unique effect on each person that sees the image.”

As part of the opening evening event at 7.00pm on 3 March Charles Waite is generously donating the proceeds from the auction of one of his iconic photographs to Mere School.

The gallery opening times are 10.00am – 4.00pm Thursday to Sunday or by appointment at any other time. Admission is free.
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Notes to Editors

1.Image attached: Loch Indaal, Islay, Scotland. Please credit Charlie Waite. Further images available upon request.

2. Charlie Waite is available for interview. Please contact Sarah Flanaghan to arrange.

3. For further information on The Beaumont Gallery and Silent Exchange please contact Sarah Flanaghan or visit www.beaumontgallery.co.uk
4. Charlie Waite is firmly established as one of the world’s leading landscape photographers. His photographic style is often considered to be unique, in that his photographs convey an almost spiritual quality of serenity and calm. Instantly recognisable, Waite’s landscapes are rare perfections of light, colour and composition, offering the viewer a glimpse of a moment of beauty carefully framed by a master craftsman. His photographs aim to encourage an emotional response from the viewer based on the silent exchange between viewer and landscape.

In the modern era of the visual image, it is extremely rare and brave for a photographer to choose to depict beauty for its own sake rather than opting to confront the viewer with images that challenge. Instead, Waite’s photographs aim to bridge the gap between beauty and art, and in doing so offer an alternative to the bleak realism and sombre concerns of much modern landscape photography.

It is his supreme sensitivity to rhythm, shape and colour and his marvellous compositional sense which sets Waite’s work apart from mere romantic rhetoric. While his reluctance to compromise permits him to fully explore photography’s unique relationship with light.

Waite’s photographs are held in private and corporate collections throughout the world, and he has held numerous solo exhibitions at prestigious venues in the UK, Japan and the USA. With over 30 books to his name, Waite’s distinctive images are recognised around the world and his work has received wide critical acclaim over many years.

A recent article in Royal West of England Academy of Art Magazine featuring Waite’s work commented “Waite’s landscapes are rare perfections of light, colour and composition, and offer the viewer a luxuriant portrait of a planet at peace.”

In 2000 Waite was awarded the prestigious Honorary Fellowship to the British Institute of Professional Photographers. Also a sought after writer public speaker ad television presenter, Waite has featured in numerous photographic and broadsheet publications DVDs and television programmes on photography.

Through his company Light & Land, he continues to encourage photographers around the world to seek the enormous enrichment that can be found by engaging with the landscape with the camera acting as a conduit and a device to express the individual’s response to their world around them. Waite particularly enjoys working with younger people as their uncluttered view on the world can bring some remarkable imagery.

Charles Waite founded the Landscape Photographer of the Year Awards in 2006.

